
RESIST II EUROCLUSTER
Process Innovation open call



Background
The RESIST II Eurocluster aims to support European
SMEs working in the Mobility, Transport and Automotive
ecosystem, so they can advance in their twin transition
as well as increase their level of resilience to better
face unpredictable events and future market trends.

For that aim, the consortia will provide Financial Support to
Third Parties (FSTP), so they can implement product and
process innovation projects aligned to the Net-zero
technologies and critical raw materials industrial acts.

FSTP is a European Commission mechanism that allows the distribution of
public funds from funded projects to smaller entities (such as SMEs or
startups), supporting the uptake or development of digital innovation. It
simplifies bureaucracy with the launch of agile and small-grant open calls.



OBJECTIVE AND SCOPE

The RESIST II Process Innovation Open Call aims to support European SMEs operating
in the Mobility, Transport and Automotive ecosystem to redefine their manufacturing or
industrial processes, carrying out improvements in current operations and/or incorporating
new methods or systems which allow them to be more digital, green and resilient.

FOUR KEY 
PILLARS*

(*) Submitted projects should cover topics linked to one or more of these challenges. 

FOUR KEY 
PILLARS*

1. Net-Zero 
Manufacturing & Ind. 

Decarbonisation

2. Circular Critical 
Raw Materials & 

Resource Efficiency

3. Digital Mobility & 
Smart Industrial 

Systems 

4. Resilient 
Mobility Value 

Chains

Electrification of industrial heat, 
renewable-powered lines, hydrogen-

based metal processing, energy-
efficient machines, additive 

manufacturing, etc. 

Battery recycling processes, recovery 
of rare earth magnets, recycling of 
lightweight composites, industrial 

scrap valorisation, etc. 

AI-based process optimisation in 
factories, digital twins for 

manufacturing systems, smart 
monitoring of resource use, etc.

Flexible manufacturing systems, 
localised production networks, 

supply-chain risk monitoring 
tools, etc.

Lower carbon 
footprint

Increase efficiency
& transparency

Strengthen European 
supply network

Reduce CRMs 
dependence



Financial support to 
develop product/service 

innovation projects

800K EUROS 
total budget

CASCADE 
FUNDING

Pool of experts to be 
hired by the projects

COACHING & 
MENTORING

Find opportunities in 
third countries

INTERNATIONAL
MARKETS

Online courses 
for upskilling 
and reskilling

TRAININGTECHNOLOGICAL 
SERVICES

Technical support 
provided by CTAG

WHAT WE OFFER – MAIN BENEFITS



WHO CAN APPLY
Eligible candidates are Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs), considering the European
Commission definition established in Recommendation 2003/361/EC of May 6th, 2023.
To verify this condition, check the available SME self-assessment tool:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/sme/public/organisation-name

Headquartered in an EU Member State or SMP associated country.
For this latter, please refer to the list provided in the following document: https://bit.ly/4tzO9ub

Operating in the Mobility, Transport and Automotive (MTA) ecosystem, understanding by that
the fulfilment of at least one of the following requirements:

• Work in the automotive, rail, waterborne, and cycling sectors (linked CNAEs are: C27, C29, C30, G45, H49, H50, H52)
• Be member of a cluster linked to the MTA ecosystem (membership certificate could be required)
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CALL CONDITIONS

Projects implemented in a 

9-MONTHS 
PERIOD

1st cut-off opens in May 2026
2nd cut-off opens in May 2027 

The call is split into 

2 CUT-OFF 
PERIODS

From Oct 26 to Jun 27 
in the 1st cut-off

Specific template for technical 
and financial justification

Monthly follow-up meetings 
+ partners services

The Showcase will be 
held in Vigo in Q3 2028

SMEs can apply

INDIVIDUALLY OR    
IN CONSORTIUM

Consortium: At least 2-3 SMEs 
from different NUTS2 regions

RESIST II partners will provide

SUPPORT DURING 
IMPLEMENTATION

Beneficiaries must submit

MID-TERM / FINAL 
REPORTS

Beneficiaries must participate in the

SHOWCASE EVENT
(at least 1 partner in collab. projects)



1ST CUT-OFF TIMELINE
The 1st cut-off of the RESIST II Process Innovation Open Call will remain open for application for two months,
from the 13th of May until the 13th of July 2026 at 17:00 Brussels time.

Step 4
October

2026

Step 3
September

2026

Step 2
July to 

September
2026

Step 1
May 13th to

July 13th
2026

Application
Launch of the open calls and 

official application process

Evaluation
Evaluation by independent 
experts and validation by 

project partners

Selection
Results communication and 

signature of project contracts

Implementation
Up to 9 months of 
project execution



FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND FUNDING CONDITIONS

Individual Projects

Total budget distributed among two 
Open Call cut-offs 
€ 800,000

Consortium Projects

20,000 €/applicant* 30,000 €/applicant*

*A 10% of co-private financing rate will be assumed by the beneficiary SMEs involved in individual or collaborative projects
*Companies may participate in several RESIST II open calls, being provided with up to €60,000 of total financial support.
It is the responsibility of the SME to check that the requested funding sums do not exceed this limit.

 20% of granted lump sum at the project start (pre-financing) 
 40% of granted lump sum after approval of mid-term project report
 30% of granted lump sum after approval of final project report
 The remaining 10% after participation in showcase event

Around
15-20 projects 

will be supported

Around
25-30 SMEs

will be funded

1st cut-off 
payment 
conditions



HOW TO APPLY

Electronic 
Submission 
through the 

corresponding 
Platform

 Fill in the application form providing general information such as the project 
concept, its relevance to the call objectives, involved partners, budget, 
workplan, as well as expected results and KPIs.

 Upload the completed resilience check, a self-assessment tool designed to 
help companies to identify their vulnerabilities in different areas such as 
market and customers; technology and product; processes and operations; 
supply chain, etc. 

 Upload the completed Declaration of Honour confirming the truthfulness of 
the info provided and its compliance with RESIST II rules and conditions.
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Evaluation will be carried out by at least three independent evaluators per proposal and
according to 4 criteria: level of innovation; environmental and material impact; feasibility and
quality of the proposed work plan; capacity of the applicant & market relevance of the project.



REPORTING
Mid-term and final reports 

(technical / financial justification) 
and SMP feedback survey

OBLIGATIONS FOR BENEFICIARIES

DISSEMINATION 
AND VISIBILITY

Showcase event participation and 
acknowledge of EU support in all 

communication activities

LONG-TERM 
REPORT-KEEPING
Retain project documentation for 

5 years after final payment. 
Audits could be carried out

FUNDING 
AGREEMENT 

Comply with provisions related to 
conflict of interest, confidentiality 

and security, ethics, implementation 
of the action, etc.

NO DOUBLE 
FUNDING

Ensure the same costs are not 
financed by other EU programs 



Any questions?
Contact us at info@resisteucluster.eu
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