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1. Introduction

The RESIST Il project is a European initiative funded under the Single Market Programme
— Euroclusters call, aimed at strengthening the resilience, sustainability and innovation
capacity of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) operating in the mobility,

transport and automotive ecosystem.

The European mobility and automotive sectors are currently undergoing profound
transformation. The transition towards digitalization, climate neutrality, increasing pressure on
the supply of critical raw materials, and the need to develop more sustainable and resilient
industrial value chains are reshaping the way products are designed and manufactured. In
this context, SMEs play a central role in driving innovation and implementing new solutions.
However, many SMEs face significant challenges when adapting their products and processes

to evolving environmental, technological and market requirements.

The RESIST Il project has been designed to support SMEs in addressing these challenges by
fostering innovation and strengthening their capacity to adapt to ongoing industrial transitions.
Through a set of innovation calls (one focused on product/services and the other on
processes) the project provides financial support to SMEs willing to develop and implement
concrete innovation projects that contribute to improving the digital transition, sustainability

and resilience of the mobility, transport and automotive ecosystem.

This Guide for Applicants relates specifically to the Process Innovation Open Call, which
aims to support SMEs improving industrial processes, production methods, resource

efficiency or operational sustainability within the mobility, transport and automotive ecosystem.

The projects supported under this call are expected to generate measurable industrial and
environmental results within a relatively short implementation period of up to nine months.
The Process Innovation Open call is split into two cut-off periods, so SMEs interested in
applying to this funding opportunity but not ready to do so in 2026, can have a second chance
to submit their innovation project in 2027. The first cut-off is expected to be launched in May
2026.

Around 15 - 20 projects and 25 - 30 SMEs will be funded under the two Open Call cut-offs.
Half of the projects are expected to be funded under the 1t cut-off and the rest in the 2"
period, although the consortium reserves the right to adapt the number of supported projects

to the results acquired and the remaining budget.
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The present document is intended to support SMEs throughout the whole open call lifecycle.

It first introduces the objectives and scope of the call in Section 2, which also presents the

main conditions of participation, including eligibility requirements and the funding framework.

The practical steps for preparing proposals and applying are described in Section 3, while

Section 4 explains the evaluation and selection process that will be used to assess proposals.

Finally, Section 5 outlines the main provisions related to project implementation and the

obligations that apply to selected beneficiaries.

Applicants are therefore encouraged to read this Guide carefully before preparing and

submitting their proposal, to ensure that their project idea and application fully comply with the

conditions and expectations of the call.

2. General information about the Open Call

21 Glossary of terms and definitions

Consortium project

A collaborative project involving up to three SMEs working together

on the implementation of the proposed innovation activities.

Critical Raw

Materials

(CRM)

The 2024 Critical Raw Materials Act identifies 34 CRMs for the EU,
of which 17 are identified as Strategic Raw Materials due to their
crucial function for a European green & digital transition, as well as

for the defence & aerospace sectors.

-Critical Raw Materials (CRMs): Materials with high economic

importance and supply risk under the CRMA.

-Strategic Raw Materials (SRMs): Subset of CRMs prioritised for

EU resilience (energy, digital, defence & aerospace).

Link to the list: RMIS - Critical and Strateqgic Materials

Financial Support to
Third Parties (FSTP)

Financial Support to Third Parties or Cascade Funding is an EU
Commission mechanism where beneficiaries of an EU grant
redistribute a portion of their funds to external entities. In the case
of the RESIST Il Eurocluster, EUR 1.6 million will be provided to

SMEs from the MTA ecosystem for the implementation of product or



https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-competitiveness/green-deal-industrial-plan/european-critical-raw-materials-act_en
https://rmis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/critical-and-strategic-materials
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process innovation projects.

Innovation project Project of the SME as explained in the RESIST II application

(process or product) | process, that will be implemented during a maximum of nine months.

Grants where the payment is made to the third party based on the

Lump sum grants . )
achievement of a milestone.

As defined in the European Commission's Annual Single Market

Report, the mobility, transport and automotive industrial ecosystem
includes the following three segments: automotive, rail and

Mobility, Transport waterborne, to which cycling may be added as a further area where

Automotive (MTA) future attention needs to be directed, in line with a recently adopted

resolution of the European Parliament.

https://monitor-industrial-ecosystems.ec.europa.eu/industrial-

ecosystems/mobility-transport-automotive

The EU aims to be climate-neutral by 2050 - an economy with net-

zero greenhouse gas emissions. This objective is at the heart of the

Net-Zero Emissions ) o
European Green Deal, and is a legally binding target thanks to the

European Climate Law.

A territorial unit defined by the Nomenclature of Territorial Units for

NUTS2 region Statistics (NUTS) used by the European Union for regional statistical

purposes. https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/

Selective process to apply to, and access RESIST Il innovation

funds.
Open call
There will be two open calls under RESIST II, one regarding

innovation in processes and the other regarding product innovation.

Resilience Check A self-assessment tool provided by the RESIST Il project that allows

SMEs to analyse their strengths, weaknesses and improvement



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0351
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0351
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2023-0102_EN.html
https://monitor-industrial-ecosystems.ec.europa.eu/industrial-ecosystems/mobility-transport-automotive
https://monitor-industrial-ecosystems.ec.europa.eu/industrial-ecosystems/mobility-transport-automotive
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/european-climate-law_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/
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opportunities in relation to sustainability, resilience and resource

efficiency.

The sum of points attributed to the evaluation of a project proposal
under RESIST II.

Score With an eligibility threshold at 12/20 (60%), the maximum of points
obtainable is 20/20. Projects under 12/20 points will be considered

ineligible.

An enterprise that fulfils the criteria laid down in the European

Small and Medium- | Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC, including staff

Sized  Enterprises | headcount and financial thresholds (turnover or balance sheet total).

(SME) SME definition: https://single-market-

economy.ec.europa.eu/smes/sme-fundamentals/sme-definition en

The online platform used to apply project proposals for the two open
calls under the RESIST Il submission platform: RESIST I

Eurocluster initiative

Submission platform

https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-

innovation-open-call-1st-cut-off

2.2 Objectives and scope

The Process Innovation Open Call aims to support European Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises operating in the mobility, transport and automotive ecosystem to redefine their
manufacturing or industrial processes, carrying out improvements in current operations and/or
incorporating new methods or systems which allow them to be more digital, green and

resilient.

Funding is intended towards innovation projects capable of delivering concrete and
measurable results within a relatively short implementation period of nine months. The
supported projects are expected to contribute to improving environmental performance,
lowering carbon emissions, increasing resource efficiency, and reducing dependencies on

critical raw materials across the mobility value chain.


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32003H0361&locale=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32003H0361&locale=en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/smes/sme-fundamentals/sme-definition_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/smes/sme-fundamentals/sme-definition_en
https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/directories/open-calls
https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/directories/open-calls
https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-innovation-open-call-1st-cut-off
https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-innovation-open-call?programId=698475b5a806b9691f0cb5a6
https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-innovation-open-call-1st-cut-off
https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-innovation-open-call-1st-cut-off
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In fact, 4 key pillars govern the thematics of the RESIST Il Eurocluster:

o Net-Zero Manufacturing & Industrial Decarbonisation
Expected impact: lowering carbon footprint of mobility manufacturing and transport.

Indicative examples: electrification of industrial heat in automotive manufacturing,
renewable-powered SME production lines, hydrogen-based metal processing, energy-efficient

machine, or additive manufacturing...
e Circular Critical Raw Materials & Resource Efficiency
Expected impact: Reducing dependence on strategic materials for the EU.

Indicative examples: Battery recycling processes, recovery of rare earth magnets, recycling

of lightweight composites, industrial scrap valorisation...
¢ Digital Mobility & Smart Industrial Systems
Expected impact: Increasing efficiency and transparency in mobility systems

Indicative examples: Al-based process optimisation in factories, digital twins for

manufacturing systems, smart monitoring of resource use...
¢ Resilient Mobility Value Chains
Expected impact: Strengthening European supply chains’ resilience.

Indicative examples: Flexible manufacturing systems, localised production networks, SME

supply-chain risk monitoring tools...

The Open call will give priority to innovative projects aligned with one or more topics included

in the four pillars.

2.3 Open call conditions and specifications

The Process Innovation Open Call provides financial support to SMEs through the cascade
funding mechanism implemented under the RESIST Il project. The total budget allocated to
this call is €800,000.

SMEs can apply to this Open Call with individual or collaborative projects. In this second
case, the consortium must be made of up to 3 eligible candidates coming from different NUTS2
regions, and a project manager will be assigned to coordinate and guide the team throughout

the whole project.
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Collaborative projects may involve several SMEs working together on a joint innovation
activity. Each participating SME may receive financial support provided that it fulfils the

eligibility criteria defined in this Guide.

The funding scheme will provide up to a maximum of €20,000 for individual projects and
€30,000 per eligible SME in collaborative projects. However, a mandatory co-financing
rate of at least 10% of the total cost of the project will be required per project, in order
to ensure their commitment to the fulfilment of activities. This co-financing must be explained
during the application phase, duly justified in the final report and cannot consist of in-kind

contributions.

Eligible candidates are allowed to participate in all RESIST Il open calls, but the maximum

amount to be granted per SME in this Eurocluster shall not exceed EUR 60.000 in total.

Financial support will be provided in the form of lump sum grants, subject to the right
implementation of the project both in terms of scope and time and according to the proposed
planning. Beneficiaries remain responsible for ensuring that the project is implemented in

accordance with the objectives and conditions described in this Guide.

2.4 Who can apply

Applications may be submitted by Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) operating
within the mobility, transport and automotive ecosystem and established in a Member
State of the European Union or in a country participating in the Single Market Programme
(SMP COSME strand).

The official and updated list of eligible countries is available at the following link:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/smp/guidance/list-

3rd-country-participation_smp _en.pdf. Applicants are responsible for verifying their eligibility

against the latest version of this list at the time of application submission.

Project proposals may be submitted either by a single SME or by a consortium of multiple
SMEs collaborating on a joint innovation project. In the case of collaborative projects, up to
three SMEs can participate, being eligible to receive financial support under the conditions

described in Section 2.3.

Collaborative projects may also involve other types of organisations, such as research centres,

universities, big technology providers, or other relevant stakeholders as subcontracting parties


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/smp/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_smp_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/smp/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_smp_en.pdf
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if their support is required for the project implementation. However, the financial support under

this call only allows SMEs to receive direct funding.

Applicants must meet all the following conditions:

e Be an SME according to the European Commission definition established in
Recommendation 2003/361/EC. See SME-check: https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/eli/reco/2003/361/oj/eng

e Be independent or comply with EU definitions of autonomous, partner or linked

enterprises.
o Employ fewer than 250 persons and have either:
o an annual turnover not exceeding €50 million, or
o an annual balance sheet total not exceeding €43 million.

e SMEs must reside in an EU Member State or SMP associated country.

e The SMEs must be directly or indirectly active in the Mobility, Transport and Automotive
(MTA) ecosystem. Companies from the Mobility, Transport and Automotive ecosystem
are those working in the following segments: automotive, rail, waterborne, and cycling,
along with their heterogenous value chains. The ecosystem is mainly represented by the

following sectors and subsectors:

o C27: Manufacture of electrical equipment

o C29: Manufacture of motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers

o C30: Manufacture of other transport equipment

o G45: Wholesale and retail trade and repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles
o H49: Land transport and transport via pipelines

o H50: Water transport

o H52: Warehousing and support activities for transportation

A company not classified under these NACE codes but belonging to a cluster linked to the
mobility, transport and automotive ecosystem will also be considered eligible. In that case only,
a corresponding membership certificate can be used as justification for the company’s activity

in the MTA ecosystem.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reco/2003/361/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reco/2003/361/oj/eng
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/smp/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_smp_en.pdf
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Start-ups and micro-enterprises may be eligible if they comply with the SME definition and

operate in the sectors addressed by the call.

Applicants must not:

e Be bankrupt, under liquidation, or considered an “enterprise in difficulty” within the
meaning of Regulation (EU) No 651/2014.

e Have been convicted of fraud, financial irregularities or illegal business practices.

o Be subject to exclusion from EU funding or to double funding restrictions under

applicable EU regulations.

Applicants are responsible for ensuring that their organisation meets all eligibility requirements

before submitting a proposal.

2.5 Timeline

The RESIST Il Open Calls will be implemented according to the following indicative timeline:

Selection
Results communication
and signature of
project contracts

Application
Launch of the open
calls and of the official
application process

Step 1
May 13th
to
July 13th
2026

Step 2 Step 3 Step 4
July to September October
September 2026 2026
2026

Evaluation Implementation

Evaluation by Up to 9 months of
independent project execution
experts and project
partners

1) Application phase

Open call launch and submission of project proposals: 13 May 2026 to 13 July 2026, 17:00
Brussels time

2) Evaluation phase
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Evaluations by independent experts followed by partners’ validation: July 2026 to September
2026
3) Selection phase

Final communication to beneficiaries and contracts signatures: September 2026

4) Implementation phase
Project’s execution over a nine-month period: October 2026 to June 2027

The period of eligibility for project activities corresponds to the project implementation period
defined in the Funding Agreement with beneficiaries. Activities carried out before the official

start date or after the end date will not be considered eligible.

2.6 Benefits and eligible costs

SMEs selected for funding will receive equity-free funding of up to €30,000 per SME (in the

case of collaborative projects and per Open call).
Project cost categories may include:

o External services and procurement (e.g. testing, certification, consulting, specialised

technical services),
e Equipment, components and consumables,
o Personnel costs of staff directly involved in the project,
¢ Prototype development, pilot testing and validation activities.

Additionally, selected SMEs will benefit from a complementary package of services
designed to support the implementation of their innovation projects and strengthen their

resilience, capabilities and market positioning as indicated below:
e Technical services

Beneficiaries will have the opportunity to access targeted technical support, noticeably
through the expertise of CTAG (Centro Tecnoldgico de Automocion de Galicia), a leading
centre in advanced automotive technologies and Industry 5.0 solutions. This support may
include an individual technological assessment of the proposed innovation project, aimed
at evaluating its technological potential and ensuring its effective implementation. Where

relevant, companies may also explore proof-of-concept approaches and mobilise

10
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specialised expertise to better understand and integrate advanced technologies such as

IoT, photonics or artificial intelligence.
¢ Mentoring services

Participating SMEs will also benefit from access to a pool of qualified experts, through
a curated catalogue of specialists in digitalisation and green engineering. This catalogue,
continuously expanded throughout the project, enables companies to identify and engage
experts with relevant experience and know-how to support the strategic design and
implementation of their innovative projects. The involvement of these experts may
contribute to strengthening both technical and business aspects of the project, and related

costs may be eligible under the Open Calls.
¢ Internationalisation

In addition, supported SMEs will be guided in accessing international opportunities
across Europe and in selected third countries, through the RESIST Il network and its
collaboration with clusters and innovation actors worldwide. This includes facilitated
connections with potential partners, participation in international exchanges and
networking activities, and access to markets of strategic relevance such as the United
States, Mexico, China, the United Kingdom and North Africa. These actions aim to foster
collaboration, enable market access and support the internationalisation strategies of

participating companies.
e Upskilling/ Reskilling

Finally, project beneficiaries will have access to an advanced training programme
supporting upskilling and reskilling, including a series of Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOCs) developed on strategic topics such as Net Zero technologies and critical raw
materials. These courses complement existing training resources and are made available
through the Automotive Skills Alliance learning platform, which is freely accessible

(https://project-drives.automotive-skills-alliance.eu/en/driveslearningplatform).

Participants will be supported in identifying the most relevant training opportunities,
enabling them to strengthen their internal capabilities and effectively implement their

innovative projects.

Finally, beneficiary SMEs will also have opportunities to engage with other actors of the
mobility, transport and automotive ecosystem, including clusters, research organisations,
technology providers and other SMEs. Beneficiaries may be invited to participate in

11
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events, workshops or showcase activities organised within the framework of the project.
Participation in certain project activities will be required as part of the project
monitoring and dissemination framework and will contribute to the validation of the results of

funded projects.

3. Application process

Applications to the RESIST Il process innovation open call must be submitted electronically
via the online application platform indicated in the Open Call documentation. Applications

submitted by any other means or after the deadline will not be considered.

The application process consists of several steps, including the preparation of the proposal,
the completion of the required information and documentation, and the submission of the

application through the designated platform.

3.1 Overall process

The application process for the Process Innovation Open Call follows the steps outlined below

and will take place entirely online on the following platform: RESIST Il Eurocluster initiative

— (https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-innovation-open-

call-1st-cut-off)

First, SMEs should review the eligibility conditions and ensure that their proposed

innovation project aligns with the objectives and scope of the call.

Then, applying SMEs should fill the information about the project proposals: general
information about the project (Project presentation, partners involved, objectives and
relevance, project’s activities, expected results and impact, key performance indicators (KPls),

the timeline, the project’s budget, ...), as well as a corresponding budget summary.

Applicants are also required to complete the RESIST Il Resilience Check, a self-assessment
tool designed to help companies identify potential improvement areas related to sustainability,
resilience and resource efficiency. SMEs that previously completed this assessment during

the Expression of Interest phase may reuse their results when preparing their application.

Additionally, a declaration of honour will be requested to confirm truthfulness of given

information and compliance with RESIST Il rules and conditions.

12


https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/directories/open-calls
https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-innovation-open-call?programId=698475b5a806b9691f0cb5a6
https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-innovation-open-call?programId=698475b5a806b9691f0cb5a6
https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-innovation-open-call-1st-cut-off

ﬁﬂ RESIST RESIST Il Process innovation open call
CLUSTERS

Guide for Applicants

Once the required documentation has been prepared, applicants must submit their
proposal through the submission platform before the deadline (Application phase: May 13"
2026 to July 13t 2026).

After submission, proposals will undergo an evaluation and selection process described in
Section 4 of this Guide.

3.2 Application information and other documentation

Applicants must submit a complete proposal online on the RESIST |l Eurocluster initiative (see

Section 6) including the following information:
e Project proposal

The main information of the application, describing the proposed innovation project, its
objectives, expected results, implementation plan, its relevance to the objectives of the call

and a corresponding budget summary.
¢ Resilience Check (Self-Assessment)

A diagnostic tool allowing SMEs to assess their resilience and identify improvement
opportunities related to sustainability, resource efficiency and supply chain robustness. The
results of this assessment should help applicants define the context and rationale of their

proposed innovation project (See template in Annex 1).
e Declaration of Honour

A formal declaration signed by the applicant confirming that the information provided in the
application is accurate and that the organisation complies with the eligibility conditions and

funding rules of the call (See template in Annex 2).

Applicants will also be required to indicate whether they are receiving or have applied for
financial support from other cascade funding schemes (e.g. other Euroclusters), and to specify
the activities concerned, in order to ensure compliance with the principle of absence of

double funding.

All documents must be completed in English and submitted through the designated
submission platform. Incomplete applications or applications submitted after the deadline may
not be considered for evaluation and added information may be required by the RESIST I

consortium partners, if precisions are deemed necessary.

13
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3.3 Submission rules

Applications must be submitted electronically through the submission platform indicated in the

call publication.

All application documents must be completed in English and submitted before the deadline
indicated in Section 2.5 of this Guide. Proposals submitted after the deadline will not be

considered.

Applicants are responsible for ensuring that their application is complete, accurate and
submitted on time. All required information listed in Section 3.2 must be provided at the time

of submission.

Only proposals submitted through the designated platform and complying with the formal
requirements of this call will be considered admissible. Incomplete applications, applications
submitted through other channels, or applications submitted after the deadline will be rejected

without further evaluation.

Once an application has been submitted, it cannot be modified. Applicants are therefore
strongly encouraged to carefully review all information and supporting documents before final

submission.

The submission of an application does not create any obligation for the RESIST Il consortium
to award funding. The RESIST Il consortium reserves the right to request clarifications or
additional information from applicants where necessary during the admissibility and eligibility
checks.

3.4 Confidentiality and data protection

All data provided by applicants will be treated as confidential and used solely for the purposes

of evaluating and managing the RESIST Il Open Calls.

The RESIST Il consortium will process personal data in compliance with applicable data
protection legislation, in particular Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (General Data Protection
Regulation - GDPR).

Personal data will be processed only to the extent necessary for the implementation of the

call, including evaluation, selection, project monitoring and reporting obligations.

Applicants have the right to access, rectify or erase their personal data, as well as the right to

restrict or object to processing, in accordance with applicable legislation.

14
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By submitting a proposal, applicants acknowledge and agree to the processing of their data

for these purposes.

4. Evaluation and selection process

All proposals submitted under the Process Innovation Open Call will undergo a structured
evaluation process designed to ensure transparency, fairness and equal treatment of
applicants. The selection procedure includes several stages, beginning with an initial
verification of the admissibility and eligibility of the applications, followed by a technical
evaluation carried out by independent experts and a final validation by the RESIST Il

consortium.

Following the submission deadline, all applications will first be examined by the RESIST Il
consortium to verify that they comply with the formal requirements of the call. This verification
stage confirms that proposals have been submitted before the deadline specified in this Guide,
that all required documentation described in Section 3.2 has been provided, and that the
applicant organisation fulfils the eligibility conditions defined in Section 2.4. In addition, the
proposed project must correspond to the objectives and scope of the call described earlier in
this document (Section 2.2). Applications that fail to meet these conditions may be considered

inadmissible or ineligible and may therefore not proceed to the evaluation stage.

4.1 Evaluation by independent experts

Proposals that pass the admissibility and eligibility checks will be submitted to a technical
evaluation carried out by independent experts appointed by the RESIST |l consortium. Each
eligible proposal will be assessed independently by at least three evaluators with relevant

expertise in the fields addressed by the call.

Evaluators will assess the proposals using the official evaluation grid established for the call
and provided in the Annexes of this Guide. Their role is to provide an independent technical

assessment of the proposals and to assign scores according to the defined evaluation criteria.

To guarantee the integrity and impartiality of the evaluation process, all evaluators must sign

a Declaration of Absence of Conflict of Interest before participating in the evaluation.

4.2 Evaluation criteria and notification

The evaluation of proposals will be carried out using the evaluation grid provided in Annex 3
of this Guide. This grid defines the criteria and scoring system used by the independent
15
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experts during the assessment of proposals. The evaluation focuses on four main

dimensions reflecting the objectives of the call.

e The first dimension concerns the process improvement introduced by the proposed
project. Evaluators will assess the clarity with which the current process is described and
the extent to which the proposed solution introduces a meaningful technical improvement
compared to existing practices. Particular attention will be paid to the maturity and
feasibility of the proposed solution, the industrial relevance of the improvement and the
added value that the innovation brings to current production or operational processes

within the mobility ecosystem.

o The second dimension relates to the environmental and resource impact of the project.
Evaluators will examine the expected contribution of the proposed innovation to the
reduction of CO, emissions, improvements in energy efficiency and reductions in material
waste generated by industrial activities. Particular attention will also be given to initiatives
that reduce dependency on critical raw materials, optimise the use of resources or
strengthen supply chain resilience within the mobility, transport and automotive

ecosystem.

e The third dimension examines the technical feasibility and quality of the proposed
work plan. Evaluators will assess the clarity and coherence of the implementation plan,
including the definition of the project steps, milestones and expected results. The realism
of the proposed timeline, the identification of potential technical risks and the consistency
of the proposed budget allocation with the planned activities will also be considered in
order to determine whether the project can be successfully implemented within the nine-

month project duration.

¢ The final dimension concerns the industrial robustness and long-term relevance of the
proposed process improvement. Evaluators will examine the extent to which the project
contributes to strengthening the operational resilience of the company, including aspects
such as reduced energy dependency, diversification of supply sources, increased
production flexibility and improved operational efficiency. The potential long-term impact
of the proposed innovation on the competitiveness and sustainability of the company will

also be taken into account.

As envisioned by the European Commission and the European cohesion policy, a special

attention will also be given to collaborative proposals involving SMEs from the NUTS 2
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Regions, participating to a more cohesive development and support of the European regions

(more about NUTS 2 Regions in glossary).

Additionally, at least 10% of selected funds beneficiaries must be based in different
countries than the ones represented by the RESIST Il consortium, meaning outside of Poland,
Ukraine, Czechia, France and Spain, to ensure fairness and impartiality in the selection

process.

Each proposal will receive a score based on all these criteria and according to the evaluation
grid used by the independent experts (see Annex 3). Scores are assigned on a scale from
0 to 5 for each criterion. Half-points (e.g. 2.5) may be awarded where appropriate to reflect
a more precise assessment. The final score is calculated by applying the weighting coefficients
defined in Annex 3 to each criterion score. Proposals must obtain at least 60% of the total

score to be considered for funding.

4.3 Final selection & Redress process

Following the individual evaluations, proposals will be ranked in descending order based on
their total score obtained during the expert evaluation stage, calculated as the weighted sum
of all evaluation criteria defined in Annex 3. The weighting of evaluation criteria reflects the
relative importance of each dimension and is consistent with the tie-breaking rules applied in

case of equal scores:
¢ Rule 1. Overall score

Applications will be ranked based on their total score (sum of all criteria).
¢ Rule 2. Technical Feasibility

In case of equal total scores, priority will be given to the application with the highest score

in the criterion Technical Feasibility.
¢ Rule 3. Environmental & Resource Impact

If a tie persists, priority will be given to the application with the highest score in the criterion

Environmental & Resource Impact.
¢ Rule 4. Process Improvement

If necessary, priority will then be given to the application with the highest score in the

criterion Process Improvement.
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¢ Rule 5. Geographical diversity

If applications still remain tied after applying the above rules, priority will be given to
applications submitted by SMEs established in countries not represented within the

RESIST Il consortium, in order to ensure geographical balance and fairness.

Applications will be selected in descending order of ranking, subject to the available budget.
The final selection of projects will be validated by the RESIST Il consortium during Steering

Committee meetings.

All applicants will be informed of the outcome of the evaluation. Selected SMEs will receive

an invitation to proceed with the contractual process under the RESIST Il project.

Applicants who consider that the evaluation procedure has not been conducted in accordance
with the rules described in this Guide may submit a formal complaint within 7 calendar days
following the notification of results. The redress procedure is limited to the verification of

procedural aspects and does not involve a re-evaluation of the proposal.

5. Project Implementation

This section describes the main provisions governing the implementation of projects selected

for funding under the Process Innovation Open Call.

5.1 Contract signature

At all times, beneficiaries must comply with all applicable EU, national and local laws and
regulations. Following the confirmation of the selected projects by the RESIST Il consortium,
the beneficiary SMEs will be invited to enter into a Funding Agreement with the RESIST Il
project. This agreement will define the rights and obligations of the beneficiaries, the scope of
the funded activities, the reporting requirements and the financial conditions governing the

implementation of the project.

The Funding Agreement will also specify the project implementation period, which may not

exceed nine months, as well as the terms under which the financial support will be provided.

Projects may start only after the Funding Agreement has been signed by the relevant
parties. The agreement will also establish the reporting obligations, payment schedule and

monitoring arrangements applicable during the project implementation period
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5.2 Project monitoring

During the implementation period, funded projects will be monitored by the RESIST Il
consortium to ensure that the activities are carried out in accordance with the objectives and

work plan described in the approved proposal.

Beneficiaries will be required to submit periodic progress reports, including a mid-term
report and a final project report, providing narrative and financial information describing the
activities implemented, the progress achieved and the results obtained. These reports must
be submitted through the application platform designated by the consortium and must follow

the reporting templates provided to beneficiaries.

The monitoring process allows the RESIST Il consortium to assess the progress of the
projects, verify that the activities are implemented as planned and ensure that the expected

results and impacts are being achieved.

In addition to reporting obligations, beneficiaries will be invited to participate in networking,
collaboration and dissemination activities organised within the framework of the RESIST Il
project. These activities aim to facilitate knowledge exchange, strengthen cooperation within
the mobility ecosystem and increase the visibility of the innovation projects supported through

the programme.

Finally, beneficiaries will be required to complete the Single Market Programme Feedback

Survey provided by the European Commission:

— https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Single Market Programme Feedback Survey

Participation in this survey is mandatory and constitutes part of the reporting obligations
associated with financial support. Beneficiaries may be required to provide evidence of

completion of this survey as a condition for final payment.

5.3 Payment conditions

Financial support provided under the Process Innovation Open Call takes the form of lump-
sum funding, meaning that payments are not based on the reimbursement of actual costs
but on the successful implementation of the project activities and the validation of the required

reports and deliverables.

Payments will be made in four instalments, according to the following structure:
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20% of the granted lump sum will be paid at the start of the project, following the

signature of the Funding Agreement and the official project launch.

e 40% of the granted lump sum will be released after the submission and approval of the
mid-term project report, demonstrating satisfactory progress in the implementation of

the planned activities.

e 30% of the granted lump sum will be paid after the successful completion of the project

and the approval of the final project report by the RESIST Il consortium.

e The remaining 10% of the granted lump sum will be released after the beneficiary SME
participates in the RESIST Il final project showcase event, during which the results of

the funded innovation project will be presented.

The final showcase event constitutes an important element of the project dissemination
activities and contributes to increasing the visibility of the supported innovations at European
level. Participation in this event is therefore considered a condition for the validation of the

project results and the release of the final payment.

5.4 Obligations of beneficiaries

Beneficiaries are responsible for implementing the project in accordance with the proposal

approved during the evaluation process and the conditions defined in the Funding Agreement.

In accordance with the RESIST Il Grant Agreement, beneficiaries receiving financial support
under this Open Call are also subject to the relevant obligations applicable to the RESIST Il
consortium under the Grant Agreement signed with the European Union (EISMEA). In
particular, beneficiaries must comply with provisions related to conflict of interest,
confidentiality and security, ethics, visibility of EU funding, implementation of the
action, information obligations, and record-keeping. These obligations will be further

specified in the Funding Agreement signed with the selected SMEs.

Throughout the implementation period, beneficiaries must comply with the reporting and
monitoring obligations established by the RESIST II consortium. In practice, beneficiaries
must submit the required mid-term and final reports, including narrative and financial
information describing the implementation of the project and the results achieved. These
reports must be submitted through the designated application platform using the templates

provided. Beneficiaries must retain all project-related documentation for a period of five years
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after final payment and may be subject to audits or checks by the RESIST Il consortium or

competent authorities.

Beneficiaries must ensure that the activities funded under this call comply with the rules
governing the RESIST Il project and the applicable provisions of the European Union funding
framework. In particular, they must respect the principle of absence of double funding and

ensure that the same costs are not financed by other EU programmes.

Beneficiaries must also contribute to the dissemination and visibility of project results,
including participation in the RESIST Il final project showcase event. All communication and
dissemination activities must acknowledge EU support and comply with visibility requirements,
including the use of the European Union emblem and the appropriate funding statement:
“This project has received funding from the European Union’s EISMEA, Single Market
Programme, Call SMP-COSME-2024-CLUSTER, under Grant Agreement No.
101236714.”.

Finally, beneficiaries must ensure proper record-keeping and make available any information
required to verify the eligibility of costs, the proper implementation of the action, and

compliance with applicable EU obligations.

6. Relevant links & contact information

RESIST Il Website: RESIST Il - Building Resilience in European Automotive SMEs

— (https://resisteucluster.eu/opencalls)

Application/Submission platform : RESIST Il Eurocluster initiative

— (https://0273250431.wiin.io/en/applications/resist-ii-process-innovation-open-
call?program|d=698475b5a806b9691f0cb5a6)

The Resist Il consortium:

— CEAGA (Spain) - https://www.ceaga.com/en/

— PVF (France) - https://www.vehiculedufutur.com/

— Autoklastr (Czechia) - https://autoklastr.cz/en/

— CTAG (Spain) - https://ctag.com/en/
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— PGM (Poland) - https://pgm.org.pl/en/

— UAMC (Ukraine) - https://www.automotivecluster.org.ua/

Resist Il Linkedin

— (https://www.linkedin.com/company/resisteucluster/posts/?feedView=all)

Need more help? Contact our helpdesk at: info@resisteucluster.eu
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Annex 1 — Resilience Check (Self-Assessment)

The Resilience Check is a diagnostic tool designed to help SMEs assess their resilience and

identify opportunities for improvement related to sustainability, resource efficiency and supply

chain robustness.

Applicants must complete this self-assessment as part of their application. The results of the

assessment help applicants identify the context and rationale of their proposed innovation

project.

RESIST Il — Resilience Check

Julnerability assessment for net-zero technologies & critical raw materials
Instructions
Purpose: Identify key vulnerabilities and prioritise actions bas xposure and expected impact

Sust

D

30

31

32

33

35

For each vulnerability:
* Degree of Exposure (E):
(08

* Expected Impact

« Priority Level: Au
* Explanation: Prov
Priority Level: H H Ex|> Me n (| 5-16 Low(Ex1x4)

i For vulnerabilities with a HIGH priority level (score > 16), providing an explanation is mandatory.

Degree of Exposure (E) scale:
0=t 0 Ve
3 = Mediur 0% < E < 50%) 4 = High expo:

Expected Impact () scale:
0=
3=

ainability & Regulation  sUs
Vulnerability
Dependence on preducts or processes with high carbon faotprint

Lack of capacity to measure and report sustainability indicators

Exposure to regulatory changes without prior preparation

Dependence on materials or processes at risk of regulatory restriction

Low integration of sustainability into product design

Lack of a robust energy efficiency

Exposure ©

Impact @ Priority Explanation (if required)
L 0 rovi 2qui
. 0 rovid qui
o 0 rovi Juire

o 0 rovid Jui

. 0 rovid Jui

o 0 rovid Jui
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Digitalisation & Data DIG

ID

24

29

Vulnerability

Low level of digitalisation of key processes

Poor integration of information systems

Low use of data for decision-making

Lack of internal capacities in digitalisation and data

Low digital integration with customers and suppliers

Absence of a digitalisation roadmap aligned with business strategy

Supply Chain  sc

ID

20

21

22

23

Vulnerability

Dependence on a small number of critical suppliers

Low visibility and control of the supply chain

Dependence on long or non-European supply chains

Technical rigidity that limits supplier substitution

Low capacity to react to supply disruptions

Volatility of prices and availability of key materials

Processes & Operations  PRO

ID

Vulnerability

Low operational flexibility to adapt to demand changes

Inefficient production processes / high operating costs

Excessive reliance on manual or non-standardised processes

Low capacity for production planning and control

Reactive and non-preventive quality processes

Limited capability for continuous process improvement

Adaptability of infrastructure and layout to future operational needs

RESIST Il Process innovation open call

Exposure @ Impact @
Exposure @ Impact @ Priority
- v - 0
v - 0
v - 0
- v - 0
v - 0
v - 0

Exposure @ Impact ®

Priority

Guide for Applicants

Explanation (if required)

de explanation if

Provide explas

Explanation (if required)

Provide explanation if requirt

Provide explanation if requirs

Provide explanation if requirt

vide explanation if r

de explanation if requir

Provide explanation if required...

Priority

Explanation (if required)

de explanation if required,

explanation

de explanation if required,

de explanation if required..

de explanation if required.

de explanation if required...

red...

nation if required..

explanation if required..

f required...

f required...

explanation if required...
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Technology & Product  TeC

ID Vulnerability Exposure O Impact @ Priority Explanation (if required)

Provide explanation if

7 Dependence on internal combustion engine (ICE) technologies - v - v 0
N - . Provide explan
8 Low level of technological differentiation of the product S = ¥ 0
. . Provide explanat
9 Limited capacity to develop new products - v - v 0
. Provide explanat
10 Obsolescence of process technol = - v 0

Market & Customers  MER

D Vulnerability Exposure @  Impact®  Priority  Explanation (if required)

Provide explanation f requir

1 High dependency on a few customers - - 0
. . Provide explanation if requir
2 Dependence on declining market segments or technologies (such as ICE platforms) = @ = ¥ 0
3 . Provide explanation if requir
3] Low diversification of markets or sectors = = W 0
. . Provide explanation if required..
4 Limited capacity to access new customers (sales, homologation, references) - - 0
: . - . . Provide explanation if required...
5 Risk of disintermediation or loss of position in the value chain = = = 0
) 3 Provide explanation if requir
6 Low capacity to respond to customer requirements (quality, traceability, ESG, cybersecurity, etc.) - - 0

Talent & Organisation  TAL

D Vulnerability Exposure @  Impact®  Priority  Explanation (if required)

Provide explanation if requ

36 Gaps in critical technical skills s W = W 0

Provide explanation if required...

37 Difficulty attracting and retaining qualified talent = ¥ = ¥ 0
. . . . Provide explanation if required..

38 Weak v and p culture = ¥ = ¥ 0
X . Provide explanation if required..

39 Lack of clear structures to manage innovation projects = ¥ = ¥ 0
. . o Provide explanation if required..

40 Resistance to technological and organisational change = ¥ = ¥ 0

Save Progress ibmit Resilience Check
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Annex 2 — Declaration of Honour

This document must be completed and signed by the applicant organisation. By signing this
declaration, the applicant confirms that the information provided in the application is accurate
and that the organisation complies with the eligibility conditions and funding rules of the call,

including the absence of double funding for the proposed activities.

DECLARATION OF HONOUR

RESIST Il — Product / Process Innovation Open Call
Grant Agreement No. 101236714

Project Information
Project Title:

Applicant Organisation

On behalf of:

[Full legal name of the SME]
Established in:

[Full official address, country]
VAT Number:
Represented by:
[Full Name and position of the legal representative]

By signing this document, | hereby declare:

Legal Representation
| am duly authorised to represent and legally bind the above-mentioned organisation for the purpose of
submitting this application and, if selected, implementing the proposed project.

Accuracy of Information

I confirm that all information provided in the application form, including annexes and supporting
documents, is accurate, complete and truthful.

| acknowledge that the information provided may be subject to verification, audit or control by the
RESIST Il consortium, the European Commission or authorised bodies.

Compliance with RESIST Il Rules
The organisation | represent:
o fully understands and accepts the conditions described in the RESIST Il Guide for Applicants
and all related documents;
o commits to comply with all applicable rules governing the RESIST Il Open Call and the
associated Funding Agreement, including obligations related to project implementation,
reporting, confidentiality, ethics, visibility of EU funding, and record-keeping.

Eligibility and Exclusion Criteria
| confirm all the applicants in this proposal qualify as SMEs under EU definition.

| declare that the organisation is not in any of the following situations:
o bankrupt, under liquidation, or subject to insolvency or similar proceedings;
o in breach of obligations related to the payment of taxes or social security contributions;
o convicted of fraud, corruption, participation in a criminal organisation, or any illegal activity
affecting EU financial interests;
o guilty of serious professional misconduct;
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o subject to exclusion from EU funding programmes.

Furthermore, | confirm that company representatives, decision-makers or any individual in a control-
position over the organisation are not in any of the situations described above.

Absence of Double Funding
The proposed project and its activities:
o are not currently funded by any other European Union programme for the same costs.
o will not receive any other public funding leading to double financing of the same activities.
o will not be submitted for funding under other EU programmes covering the same costs during
the implementation period.

Conflict of Interest
| declare that:
o neither the organisation nor any individual involved in the proposed project are in a situation of
conflict of interest with the RESIST Il consortium or the evaluation process;
o any potential situation that could be perceived as a conflict of interest will be immediately
disclosed to the RESIST Il consortium.

Operational and Financial Capacity
The organisation:
o has, or will have, the necessary technical, human and financial resources to implement the
proposed project;
o commits to providing the required co-financing (minimum 10% of project budget);
o is capable of carrying out the project within the defined timeframe.

Commitment to Project Implementation
In case of selection, the organisation commits to:
o implement the project in accordance with the approved proposal and Funding Agreement.
o comply with all monitoring, reporting and data collection obligations, including participation in
the Single Market Programme Feedback Survey where required.
o participate in mandatory RESIST Il activities, including the final project showcase event.

Contact Information
Title:

Name:

Position:

Email:

Phone:

I understand that any breach of the above commitments may lead to rejection of the
application, termination of the funding, or recovery of funds where applicable.

Signature (Full name of legal representative, place & date, followed by signature):
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Annex 3 — Evaluation Grid (Process innovation call)

This annex presents the evaluation grid used by independent experts during the assessment
of proposals. The grid defines the evaluation criteria and scoring system applied to all eligible
proposals. Applicants are encouraged to consult this annex carefully when preparing their

application, as it reflects the criteria used during the evaluation process.

Criteria Coefficient Score

1. Process improvement
Clear description of current process
Technical improvement introduced 20% /5
Maturity and feasibility of the solution
Level of industrial relevance
Added value compared to current practice

2. Environmental & resource Impact
Reduction of CO, emissions
Reduction of energy consumption per unit
Reduction of material waste 30% I5
Reduction of dependency on critical raw
materials
Strengthening of supply chain resilience

3. Technical feasibility
Clear implementation steps
Realistic timeline 30% /5
Identified risks and mitigation measures
Technical coherence
Budget consistency

4. Industrial robustness
Reduced energy dependency
Diversified supply sources 20% /5
Increased production flexibility
Improved operational efficiency
Long-term competitiveness impact
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